KEY    TO    POLAND    IN    PRUSSIAN    HANDS

the return of both Danzig and the Corridor
to the Reich. Although, in his letter to M. Daladier,
the French Prime Minister, he appeared to leave
the door open for peaceful negotiations, he insisted
on his demands all the more emphatically because
the Anglo-French declarations had made it clear
that any act directed against Danzig and the
Corridor would mean war.

Then Danzig re-joined the Reich, * voluntarily',
like Austria, the role which the traitor Seys-
Inquart played in delivering his country to Hitler
being assumed by Gauleiter Forster. But that was
not all. Forster's act was followed by a Nazi
invasion of the Corridor and the rest of Poland,
as far as Lodz, Cracow and Warsaw. In his war-
like speech Hitler had promised Poland to * teach
her a lesson*, and he did so. At least, that must
be his view. The view of the world is that it was
Poland, the heroic defenders of the Westerplatte,
Modlin and Warsaw, and the Polish people as a
whole, who taught the lesson by their dauntless-
ness even in the face of the aerial bombardment
of undefended cities by the German Air Force,
which was a regular feature of the German-Polish
War despite Hitler's assurances that he would not
bomb women and children.

We know by now that if Hitler protests that he
will not do a thing, that is the very thing he intends
to do." His latest promise (there have been so many
that one forgets the chronological order) has been
not to employ poison gas; it is therefore certain
that he will do so*
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